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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. After
consultation among the Speaker and
the majority and minority leaders, and
with their consent, the Chair an-
nounces that, when the two Houses
meet in joint meeting to hear an ad-
dress by His Excellency Narendra Modi,
Prime Minister of the Republic of
India, only the doors immediately op-
posite the Speaker and those imme-
diately to his left and right will be
open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House. Due to
the large attendance that is antici-
pated, the rule regarding the privilege
of the floor must be strictly enforced.
Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor. The cooperation of
all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint meeting by placard will
not be allowed. Members may reserve
their seats by physical presence only
following the security sweep of the
Chamber.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Thurs-
day, May 26, 2016, the House stands in
recess subject to the call of the Chair.

Accordingly, (at 10 o’clock and 6 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
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JOINT MEETING TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY
NARENDRA MODI, PRIME MIN-
ISTER OF THE REPUBLIC OF
INDIA

During the recess, the House was
called to order by the Speaker at 10
o’clock and 50 minutes a.m.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms, Ms. Kathleen Joyce, announced
the Vice President and Members of the
U.S. Senate, who entered the Hall of
the House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The joint meeting
will come to order.

The Chair appoints as members of
the committee on the part of the House
to escort His Excellency Narendra
Modi into the Chamber:

The gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
SCALISE);

The gentlewoman from Washington
(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS);

The gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
WALDEN);

The gentleman from Indiana (Mr.
MESSER);

The gentlewoman from Kansas (Ms.
JENKINS);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE);

The gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. HOLDING);
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The gentleman from Texas (Mr. POE);

The gentleman from South Carolina
(Mr. WILSON);

The gentlewoman from Wyoming
(Mrs. LUMMIS);

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. PELOSI);

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
BECERRA);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
CROWLEY);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
BERA);

The gentleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT);

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PALLONE);

The gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
GABBARD);

The gentlewoman from New York
(Mrs. LOWEY);

The gentlewoman from Maryland
(Ms. EDWARDS);

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
VAN HOLLEN); and

The gentlewoman from California
(Ms. ESHO00).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort His Ex-
cellency Narendra Modi into the House
Chamber:

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL);

The Senator from Texas (Mr. COR-
NYN);

The Senator from Utah (Mr. HATCH);

The Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT);

The Senator from Wyoming (Mr.
BARRASSO);

The Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
WICKER);

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr.
CORKER);

The Senator from Ohio (Mr.
PORTMAN);

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN);

The Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY);

The Senator from Michigan (Ms. STA-
BENOW);

The Senator from Minnesota (Ms.
KLOBUCHAR); and

The Senator from Maryland (Mr.
CARDIN).

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Acting Dean of
the Diplomatic Corps, Her Excellency
Hunaina Sultan Ahmed Al Mughairy,
the Sultanate of Oman.

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for her.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms announced the Cabinet of the
President of the United States.

The members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

June 8, 2016

At 11 o’clock and 13 minutes a.m.,
the Sergeant at Arms, the Honorable
Paul D. Irving, announced His Excel-
lency Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
of the Republic of India.

The Prime Minister of the Republic
of India, escorted by the committee of
Senators and Representatives, entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and stood at the Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

The SPEAKER. Members of Con-
gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you His
Excellency Narendra Modi, Prime Min-
ister of the Republic of India.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

Prime Minister MODI. Mr. Speaker,
Mr. Vice President, distinguished
Members of the U.S. Congress, ladies
and gentlemen, I am deeply honored by
the invitation to address this joint
meeting of the U.S. Congress.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for opening
the door of this magnificent Capitol.
This temple of democracy has encour-
aged and empowered other democracies
the world over.

It manifests the spirit of this great
Nation which, in Abraham Lincoln’s
words, ‘‘was conceived in liberty and
dedicated to the proposition that all
men are created equal.”

In granting me this opportunity, you
have honored the world’s largest de-
mocracy and its 1.25 billion people. As
a representative of the world’s largest
democracy, it is, indeed, a privilege to
speak to the leaders of its oldest.

Mr. Speaker, 2 days ago I began my
visit by going to the Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery, the final resting place
of many brave soldiers of this great
land. I honored their courage and sac-
rifice for the ideals of freedom and de-
mocracy.

It was also the 72nd anniversary of
the D-day. On that day, thousands from
this great country fought to protect
the torch of liberty. They sacrificed
their lives so that the world lives in
freedom. I applaud, India applauds the
great sacrifices of the men and women
from the land of the free and the home
of the brave in service of mankind.

India knows what this means because
our soldiers have fallen in distant bat-
tlefields for the same ideals. That is
why the threads of freedom and liberty
form a strong bond between our two de-
mocracies.

Mr. Speaker, our nations may have
been shaped by differing histories, cul-
tures, and faiths. Yet, our belief in de-
mocracy for our nations and liberty for
our countrymen is common.

The idea that all citizens are created
equal is a central pillar of the Amer-
ican Constitution. Our founding fa-
thers, too, shared the same belief and
sought individual liberty for every cit-
izen of India. There were many who
doubted India when, as a newly inde-
pendent nation, we reposed our faith in
democracy. Indeed, wagers were made
on our failure. But the people of India
did not waver.

Our founders created a modern na-
tion with freedom, democracy, and
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